37.  Youth Conference


37.
Youth Conference Report

1.
The Methodist Youth Conference of 2006 was held at the Chapelfield Road Methodist Church Norwich in the East Anglia District on the 17-19th November. Just under a year of intense preparation delivered to the delegates a Youth Conference full of things to remember. Hard work from the Youth Conference planning team meant that delegates were offered the chance for challenging, yet exciting workshops with the full opportunity for diverse forms of worship. Business sessions were long and arduous, but the Conference delegates participated fully with engaging debates around issues such as climate change, which they feel undoubtedly has an effect on us all.  On the Saturday, after a tough and tiring day of business, workshops and worship the delegates were treated to a truly spectacular evening organised largely by the planning team. Delegates were spoiled in a fashion unlike that of previous Youth Conferences, with a fully served meal, after dinner speakers and singer, and the sound of a soft piano on an unforgettable night. Comments from the delegates including, “Best Youth Conference ever” and “A conference filled with good worship and chances to express the views of young people” were remarks frequently found through evaluation.

2.
Resolutions passed by the Youth Conference

2.1
Youth Forum Questionnaires

In response to the ‘Youth Forum’ resolution from Youth Conference 2005, a survey was carried out at Breakout 2006 and has been incorporated into the MYE/MYC Review.  The Methodist Youth Executive is no longer required to respond to this.

2.2
Stern Report

Youth Conference recognised the publication of the Stern report as an important revelation in politics, especially for young Christians. It called for Christians to act upon their Biblical principle of stewardship. The Youth Executive are to produce a youth centred publication.

2.3
Methodist Youth Report into wide issues of Sexuality and Faith

Youth Conference recognised that many young people are confused about how their feelings of faith and sexuality should coexist.  They requested that the Youth Executive create a working group to conduct research among young Christians on the wider issues of youth and sexuality. Furthermore Youth Executive should contact Methodist Council highlighting to them the importance of working with young people.   * See resolution below

2.4
Climate change action

Youth Conference requested a month of action on climate change. It also requested a working group to draw up a policy of carbon ‘best practice’ for events and for this to be presented as an ideal for all Methodist events. * See resolution below

2.5
Youth Numbers at Methodist Conference

ABMYC delegates requested diversity in all Youth Conference elections. This was to be incorporated into the MYE/MYC Review. 

2.6
Let’s Talk

Youth Conference noted that communication between Youth Conference reps before Conference was limited. It was requested that a website/forum be established so that reps to Youth Conference can talk to each other! District reps will be made more obvious at the next Youth Conference and they should get in contact with youth groups in their District. This was to be incorporated into the MYE/MYC Review.

2.6
NCH

Youth Conference requested that Youth Conference attendees lobby their MPs to ensure adequate funding for the promotion of services provided by NCH. Youth Conference called upon the Methodist Church to continue its support of NCH's work. * See resolution below 

2.7
Abuse and the church

Youth Conference noted that the experience of young people who have received the support of the Church in relation to abuse cases report little after care and support. They requested that the Child Protection Officer of the Methodist Church build on existing guidelines to help with the after-care in abuse cases especially amongst young people, and that each church should have a person trained to support and give advice to young people. * See resolution below

2.8
Peacemaking: A Christian Vocation (Trident)

Youth Conference agreed that all Christians are called to be Peacemakers. They recognised that our country should take the lead in nuclear non-proliferation by not replacing existing nuclear weapons. They requested that members of Youth Conference are encouraged to write to their MPs asking them to speak and vote against Trident replacement when the opportunity arises. Also that the Youth Executive should work with ecumenical youth groups asking them to consider opposing Trident replacement, and that the Methodist Church should support young people in doing this.

2.9
Methodist Festival 2007

Youth Conference believes that Youth Conference should contribute to and have a presence at as wide a range of Methodist activities as possible. They requested that the Youth Executive seek to explore ways they could contribute to European Methodist Festival, and that Youth Conference members should be encouraged to go.

***RESOLUTIONS 

37/1.
The Conference receives the Report

Under Standing Order 250(5), the Youth Conference may adopt and submit to the Methodist Conference, if it so wishes, resolutions on any connexional issue. Four such resolutions are submitted below:

37/2.
The Conference directs the Methodist Council to look into ways to consult and work closely with young people on sexuality and faith issues that are relevant to them.

37/3.
The Conference calls upon churches across the connexion to have a month of action on climate change, which can coincide with such events taking place in the wider community.

37/4.
The Conference expresses its continuing support for NCH's work with vulnerable families as well as with young people and children who are in care or leaving care; encourages the appointment of 'Independent Visitors' to work with churches and church communities on the NCH model; and directs that a response to the 'Care Matters' paper be written in consultation with NCH.

37/5.
The Conference calls on churches across the Connexion to ensure that appropriately trained people are made available to each Local Church to give advice and guidance to young people on matters of abuse and connexional discipline as referred to in paragraph 2.7.
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