Second week 


Resources on prayer


13th June,  2010 

Readings:

2 Samuel 11: 26 – 12: 10

Psalm 32

Luke 7: 36 – 8: 3

Title for the day:

the extravagant abundance of God’s love
Some ideas arising from the readings and connected with prayer
NB  try to limit what you say to no more than 10 minutes, in order to allow more time for prayer
In most services we have a prayer of confession.  It is taken for granted: I confess, God forgives. That is the way things are. End of story.

Often we may not feel we much need of confession.  A few days before she died, an old lady said to me, ‘I always used to think I was such a nice person, but …. ‘

Many of us have a rather self-righteous attitude, a bit ‘holier than thou’ , after all we do go to church…

You may remember the story of King David, who fancied Bathsheba, slept with her, then when he heard she was pregnant he arranged for her husband to be killed in war so he could take her as his wife. But what happened next?
Listen  to :   2 Samuel 11: 26 – 12: 10
How are the mighty fallen. ‘You are the man’, Nathan’s words hit hard. David is repentant. David is to be punished, yet he remains king, the greatest king Israel would have. There is forgiveness and starting again.

I can think of things I have done in my life, which I have no intention of sharing with you or anyone else!  But now I know that I am forgiven, I am freed from their effect on me, I no longer feel guilty or ashamed, nor do I need to wallow in a great sense of unworthiness.

In our gospel story, which comes in each of the 4 gospels – with variations – we are not told what the woman had done wrong, though it is often implied.  A sinner refers to someone who is ritually ‘unclean’. To be touched by a sinner would make you unclean too.  The story could be told through the reminiscences of the woman and of the host of the dinner party which she gate-crashed.
Luke 7: 36 – 8: 3

(see page 2)
So much for Simon’s self-righteous attitude!  Jesus cuts through it with razor sharpness.

Poor Simon.  Jesus is a shocking companion to have, he so many disreputable friends. 

Jesus is indifferent to ritual taboos – he allows this impure woman to touch him, allows himself to be the focus of this astonishing outpouring of tears and perfume.

If we had been there, would we rather she had gone away, stopped making a scene, stopped embarrassing us?    Why all this fuss?  Surely a discreet little thank-you card and maybe a small box of chocolates would have been enough?

But extravagant, abundant, unwarranted love draws forth an extravagant, abundant, generous response.  To have loved so much, the woman must have been forgiven much.
God forgives because God loves and God loves extravagantly. 
God sees us as we really are, not as we might present ourselves to the world. God sees us as we are and God loves us. And because we are loved, we change. And we love in response. We love God, and we love others. How much do we love?  That probably depends on how much we know we are loved, and/or how much we allow ourselves to be loved and/or how much we want to have a close relationship with God.  Do you allow God to love you with extravagantly abundant love?
Presenting the gospel 
Directions:


Jesus at the back with a mike –– the conversation with Jesus is a re-run in Simon’s mind.

Simon and the woman stand in the centre at the front.

They are each remembering what happened and thinking out loud and talking to the congregation – not to each other.

The style is thoughtful, pondering the memory, portraying the emotions-


Simon is shocked, superior, a Pharisee, guilty of poor hospitality.


The woman is overwhelmed with love and gratitude.

(Tell the congregation that following this, there will be a time of quiet so they may ponder what they have heard.)
Simon

I invited Jesus for a meal.

Woman
I heard that Jesus was going to eat at the house of Simon the Pharisee.

Simon

Jesus arrived and took his place at table.

Woman
I followed Jesus into Simon’s house and I took my alabaster jar of myrrh with me.

Simon

Then this woman (scornfully) came in.  She was one of those … you know … had a 

           bad name in the town.  What did she want, I wondered?

Woman
I stood behind Jesus, by his feet.  



I was overcome… weeping…  my tears fell on his feet.

Simon

What an exhibition!
Stood there, a woman in the midst of our dinner party, crying 


all over him.  It was so embarrassing!  Then she let her hair down.  Well, we ALL 


know what sort of woman does that in public!

Woman
His feet were wet with my tears, so I let my hair down and wiped them away.  

Simon

So degrading!

Woman
I covered his feet with kisses.  

Simon

Kissing his feet!  Imagine that!

Woman
Then I anointed them with the myrrh.

Simon

I couldn’t understand why Jesus just let her carry on like that.  



If it had been me, I would have told her to clear off!  



I thought to myself: if this Jesus really was a prophet, then he would know who 


that woman was who was touching him and what a bad name she has.

Woman
I could feel all this tension in the air and Simon’s disapproval.  But I didn’t care.  


Jesus was all I cared about. 



I simply wanted to be with him and show him how much I loved him.

Simon

Then Jesus spoke to me…  I keep going over the conversation in my mind:

Jesus

Simon, I have something to say to you.

Simon

Go ahead, Teacher.

Jesus

Once upon a time there was a moneylender who had two men in his debt; one owed 


him  £20,000 and the other £2,000.  Neither of them could pay him, so he let 


them both off.  So which of them will love him more?

Simon

The one he let off more, I suppose.

Jesus

Quite right.  Simon, you see this woman?
When I came into your house, you didn’t 


give me any water to wash my feet – but she has washed my feet with her tears 


and wiped them with her hair.



You gave me no kiss, but she hasn’t stopped kissing my feet from the moment I 


came in.



You didn’t anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with myrrh..



So the conclusion I draw is this: she must have been forgiven many sins or she 


would not have shown such great love!  



But if someone has been forgiven only a little, they will love only a little.

Woman
Jesus told me my sins were forgiven!

Simon

I could hear all the people round the table muttering to each other: ‘Who is this 


man who even forgives sins?’

Woman
He said it was my faith that had saved me and I could go in peace.

Simon

I keep thinking about it all, what about MY reputation?  I was so curious to meet 


him but then I didn’t observe even the most basic of formalities.  And that woman!  


And was he telling me I didn’t love God?  Surely I don’t have much to be forgiven?  


Not like her!  But then he told her, her faith had saved her – what about my faith?  


I can’t get it out of mind.

Woman
It was the most wonderful evening!  I keep going over it my mind, savouring the 


memories. I love him so much!





Pause to allow people time to reflect on what they have heard.
Anointing

A jug or bottle containing olive oil, and a few drops of Rosemary, or lemon essence.

Some small shallow dishes, to take a few drops of the oil.
Invite people to get into twos, or small groups and to anoint each other using their index finger to dip into the oil and then marking a small cross on the palm of their neighbour’s hand with the words:
May God bless you ……(name) with his abundant love, that you may be a blessing to others.

(again background music may be played if desired).

The following psalm of anointing could be used:
Anoint me, gracious God, with the oil of your grace 

that I may be a channel of your love to others.
Anoint my head, God of wisdom, 

so that my thinking and dreaming may be wise and loving.

Anoint my eyes, God of vision, 

that I may recognise you in the face of my sisters and brothers.
Anoint my ears, God of earthquake, wind and fire, 

that listening, I may hear the still small voice of justice and hope.

Anoint my lips, God whom language cannot describe or contain, 

that I may speak your words of comfort to those in distress.

Anoint my hands, God of compassion who touched people others avoided, 

that I may hold out my hands to those in need.

Display

You will need: 
· red coloured cloth
· A large bowl or container with a number of largish stones in it. 
· A candlestick with several branches holding white candles (if you have a menorah that would be perfect). 
· A jug or bottle containing olive oil, and a few drops of Rosemary, or lemon essence.
· Some small shallow dishes, to take a few drops of the oil.

Opening responses
Extravagant God

whose love is poured out in the abundance of creation.


We gather to praise and thank you

Extravagant Jesus

whose love is poured out in the sacrifice of service


We gather to praise and thank you

Extravagant Spirit

whose loved is poured out in the fragrance of companionship.


We gather to praise and thank you.
Closing responses

May God the creator


anoint our journey with blessing

May Jesus the Son


anoint our service with blessing

May the Spirit of truth


anoint our fellowship with blessing

Prayers of Intercession
Invite people to think of situations and people to pray for, and to pour a few drops of oil from the container onto the stones in the bowl.  This could be done in silence, or with just a few words.

At the end of each prayer/pouring the following response is made.

Leader:
May all come to know  
People:
  

the abundance of your love     
Quiet music could be played as a background to this prayer.
e.g.  Fields of Gold, (without words)          
Crossing the stone – Karl Jenkins

Theme music to “Ladies in Lavender” by Nigel Hess.

The following could be used to end this section:
Christ Jesus,

whose glory was poured out like perfume,

and who chose for our sake

to take the form of a slave;

may we also pour out our love

with holy extravagance,

that our lives may be fragrant with you.

Amen.



Janet Morley  

( All Desires Known, SPCK 1992, This may be reproduced for immediate purposes of worship or discussion so long as author and publisher are acknowledged)
Songs and Hymns
Easily available on CD’s and to download

Love changes everything. 
I don’t know how to love him (from Jesus Christ Superstar) - 

Fields of Gold. (There is an excellent CD from Classic fm “Songs without Words” with a number of other pieces suitable for other weeks.

Love Divine all loves excelling

Oh the Love of my Lord is the essence

May the fragrance of Jesus fill this place.  CMP

At Bethany Village the Lord came to Dine. (A Heritage of Hymns) 11.11.11.11. goes well with H&P 19 (With gladness we worship) .

Be still and know that I am God.  SF

O Love that will not let me go. H&P.

We sing a love that sets all people free – June Boyce Tillman, tune: Woodlands
Congregational handout
NB  these will be printed and sent out to all the churches in the circuit, please can you make sure they are available for people to take away – as stewards sometimes forget!
This is sent as a separate attachment – please print side two on the reverse of side one, and fold to make an A5 leaflet.
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