Fourth week 


Resources on prayer


27th June,  2010 
Readings:

1 Kings 19: 15 – 16,  19 - 21

Psalm 16

Luke 9: 51 - 62
Title for the day:

The journey continues 
Some ideas arising from the readings and connected with prayer and for presenting the gospel
NB  try to limit what you say to no more than 10 minutes, in order to allow more time for prayer
1 Kings 19
Tough challenges.  Tough for Elijah to have to go and anoint his successor – we all like to think we are indispensable and will go on for ever!  And tough for Elisha, busy ploughing, then the prophet’s cloak is thrown over him, perhaps he’d rather carry on being a farmer than become an unpopular prophet. And then it seems quite reasonable to want to go and say goodbye to his parents.  Elijah is unsympathetic – grumpy even!  Elisha rises to the challenge and cooks a couple of oxen for his servants. We are left to wonder how the fields can be ploughed now that the plough has gone up in smoke and the men paid off with a feast. Elisha has made a decisive break with his past life.
I wonder what excuses we might have made?  Too busy,   wait till the children are older,   I can’t do that!,    my wife/husband/ parents wouldn’t like that, …
Luke 9: 51 - 62
Jesus sets his face to journey to Jerusalem. This is a deliberate, determined course of action. He will go to Jerusalem, the seat of power both political and religious. He will journey there whatever the cost because he has to, he can do no other.  But what of other people? Will they follow him in an equally determined way?  
Then there are three examples  of people who would follow Jesus, but not yet. Do we see ourselves in any of these?  It doesn’t sound too comfortable, no stability or security. 
Now you could have the gospel read again from verses 57 – 62.  Pause for a minute or so for people to absorb what they have heard, then have this read, using a variety of people for the one liners.

N = narrator

J = Jesus

V = Voice – these people could be part of the congregation and simply stand up where they are to say their line.

N.
As they journeyed on the way, someone said to him,

V. 1
 ‘I’ll follow you wherever you go.’  

N.
And Jesus said to him,

J.
 ‘Foxes have lairs, and birds of the sky have places to live, but the Son of Man has nowhere 
to lay his head.’

N.
Jesus said to another, 

J.
‘Follow me.’   

N.
But he replied,

V.2
 ‘Lord, let me first go and look after my elderly parents and make sure they have a proper 
funeral, then I will follow you.

N.
Jesus said to another, 

J.
‘Follow me.’   

N.
And she replied,    

V.3
‘I’ll follow you Lord, but first allow me to say farewell to those at home.’

N.
And when they were asked, others said:

V.4
 ‘I will follow you when I have sorted out my career.’

V.5
 ‘I’d love to follow you but my family need me at the moment.’

V.6
 ‘It sounds really interesting, but I really am much too busy.’

V.7
 ‘Well, I’d like to, but what would my friends think of me?’ 

N.
Jesus said, 

J.
 ‘No one who puts their hand to the plough and then looks back is suitable for the kingdom 
of God.’

First I just want to go and say goodbye – like Elisha.  Jesus is uncompromising, as was Elijah.
 ‘No one who puts his hand to the plough and then looks back is suitable for the kingdom of God.’  If you look back when ploughing then you can’t keep a straight furrow. Jesus set his face to Jerusalem, he was looking ahead.  No good looking back over his shoulder and thinking how easy life was in Galilee.  If you are on a journey, you need a map of where you are going, not where you have been. 

Where is Jesus asking us to go now?  Not where we were yesterday!  Five times in this short passage the word ‘journey’ is used.  We are all on a journey:  the journey of discipleship, following Jesus.  The journey requires faithfulness and commitment. Not letting other things get in the way. 
Of course, we are not all called to set fire to our ploughs and roast our oxen, we are not all called to leave everything behind to follow Jesus.  Most of us are called to what might sometimes be a harder way, living out our faith where we are, among our families and friends or in a hostile work place.    NB verse 57, the road or the WAY is symbolic of discipleship – early Christians were called ‘followers of the Way’.  

 Elisha asked for a double share of Elijah’s spirit & received it  (2 Kings 2 ), and the disciples of Jesus were filled with the Spirit at Pentecost.   God always enables those whom God calls.
And what of us? We try to follow Jesus – who was very much a man of prayer. 
Throughout June we have been thinking about prayer, prayer as a way of deepening our relationship with God.  Prayer is, of course, an essential part of our journey of discipleship. 

Here is another short passage from Luke. (Luke 11: 1 …) followed by some imagined responses.
N.
And it happened that Jesus was in a certain place praying. When he ceased, one of his 
disciples said to him,

V.1
 ‘Lord, teach us to pray.’  

N.
Jesus said to them, 

J.
‘When you pray ..


N.
To another, Jesus said,

J.
 ‘When you pray ..’

N.
And she replied

V.2
‘I just don’t have the time for prayer right now.’

N.
And when Jesus said, ‘When you pray … ‘ to others, they replied:

V. 3
 ‘I’ve tried praying, but I found it rather boring.’

V.4
 ‘I don’t pray because I never know what to say.’

V.5
 ‘I pray on Sundays at church, isn’t that enough?’

V.6
 ‘I’m not sure if prayer really works, so I don’t bother.’
Prayer is an essential part of our journey of discipleship.  How committed are we to prayer?  Not just asking for things, not just saying sorry, not just praying when things go wrong and we need help.  But the everyday prayer of setting aside time for God, spending time with God, being with God,  LISTENING as well as talking, coming closer to God.   Then we may know ever more deeply how much we are loved, and love in response,  we may grow to become more and more clothed in Christ, and become more faithful followers of the Way wherever the journey might take us.
And we can imagine Jesus saying to us,    ‘I said WHEN you pray, not IF you pray, nor IF you feel like praying.  But when you pray …  ‘        When do you pray? ….  

(After this, pause and allow time for people to think)
Time for Prayer
You need:       
· enough night lights for one each, best given out as people enter church,   
· a tray of sand to hold them once lit, 
· one lit candle, by the sand tray
· enough shells for one each     ( ideally these would be scallop shells – a symbol of pilgrimage – see the handout for week 4 – if we cannot get any, then use other sea shells)

You could use words like these:

I invite you to hold your nightlight. Let us continue to think about our life of prayer:
· Think about the ways in which prayer has enriched your life. (pause for a minute)
· Consider how you would like your prayer life to be different.  (pause for a minute)

· What do you hope for through your prayer?  (pause for a minute)

· What is your deepest desire in your relationship with God? (pause for a minute)

· I invite you to bring your night light and as you light it and place it in the sand, quietly offer to God your thanks for the ways prayer has enriched your life. Let the candle flame be a symbol of your hopes and desires.

Once each person has placed their nightlight on the tray, give them a shell to take back with them, with the words:   To you, Jesus says, ‘Follow me’.
Then continue:

A scallop shell has been a symbol of pilgrimage for hundreds of years. There used to be a picture of one on the old blue Methodist Class ticket. Let this shell be for you a reminder of your journey of faith, of your desire to follow Christ. Please take this shell home with you and use it in the prayer suggestions on this week’s handout.  
NB  If you do not use the above prayer suggestion, please still give out the shells for people to take home and use with the Handout for week 4.

Display
Use blue cloth and sand to create an image of the sea shore.  If you have any other shells or seaweed or bits of drift wood, you could use them too.  Incorporate the tray of sand and a candle into the display if you are going to use the above prayer with nightlights and shells.
The scallop shells (or other sea shells) could either be on the sand, or in a separate basket for a larger congregation.

Opening responses

Living God, you enfold us in love, 


we gather to worship you.

Journeying God, you call us to follow Christ,

we gather to worship you.

Enabling God, you fill us with your Spirit,


we gather to worship you.

Closing responses

Living God, you enfold us in love, 


we go out to share your love 

with all whom we meet.
Journeying God, you call us to follow Christ,


we go out to journey with Christ 

wherever that may take us.
Enabling God, you fill us with your Spirit,


we go out trusting you will empower us 


for whatever you ask us to do. 
Hymns, Songs and Music
Will you come and follow me         CG 148
You shall go out with joy   SoF
CD – Bernadette Farrell  -  Everyday God  -  play the CD and invite the congregation to sing along with the repeated lines in each verse
God has set us on a journey – Judith Dine

One more step along the world I go.

Travel on, travel on, there’s a river that is flowing – Sydney Carter

Brother, Sister let me serve you.

Now let us from this table rise (if a Communion Service)

Onward Christian Pilgrims -  Michael Foster ( tune: Onward Christian Soldiers)


Congregational handout

NB  these will be printed and sent out to all the churches in the circuit, please can you make sure they are available for people to take away – as stewards sometimes forget!

This is sent as a separate attachment – please print side two on the reverse of side one, and fold to make an A5 leaflet.
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